fo  the  Inhabitants  £/*  the  Town  o/*  Birmingham* 


My  late  Tonunfmen  and  Neighbours f 

A FTER  living  with  you  eleven  years,  in  which  you 

^ had  uniform  experience  of  my  peaceful  behaviour, 
in  my  attention  to  the  quiet  ftudies  of  my  profeffion,  and 
thofe  of  philofophy,  I was  far  froni  expedihg  the  inju- 
ries which  I arid  my  friends  have  lately  received  from 
you.  But  you  have  been  mifled.  By  hearing  the  Dif- 
fenters,  and  particularly  the  Unitarian  Diffenters,  conti- 
nually railed  at,  as  enemies  to  the  prefent  Government, 
in  Church  and  State,  you  have  been  led  to  confider  any 
injury  done  to  us,  as  a meritorious  thing ; and  not  having 
been  better  informed,  the  means  were  not  attended  toi 
When  the  obje£t  was  right,  you  thought  the  means  could 
not  be  wrong.  By  the  difcourfes  of  your  teachers,  and 
the  exclamations  of  your  fuperiors  in  general,  drinking 
confulion  and  damnation  to  us  (which  is  well  known  to 
have  been  their  frequent  praftice),  your  bigotry  has  been 
excited  to  the  higheft  pitch,  and  nothing  having  been 
faid  to  you  to  moderate  your  paflions,  but  every  thing 
to  inflame  them : hence,  without  any  confideration  on 
your  part,  or  on  theirs,  who  ought  to  have  known,  and 
taught  you  better — you  were  prepared  for  every  fpecies 
of  outrage;  thinking,  that  whatever  ybu  could  do  to 
fpite  and  injure  us,  was  for  the  fupport  of  Government, 
and  cfpecially  the  Church.  In  defircying  us,  you  have 
been  led  to  think,  you  did  God  and  your  country  the 
moil  fubftantial  /ervice. 

Happily,  the  minds  of  Englifhmen  have  a horror  of 
murder,  and  therefore  you  did  not,  I hope,  think  of  that ; 
though,  by  your  clamorous  demanding  of  me  at  the 
Hotel,  it  is  probable  that,  at  that  time,  fomc  of  you 
intended  me  fome  perfonal  injury.  But  what  is  the  value 
bf  life,  when  every  tbng  is  done  to  make  it  wretched. 
In  many  cafes,  there  would  be  greater  mercy  in  difpatch- 
ing  the  inhabitants,  than  in  burning  their  houfes.  How- 
ever, I infinitely  prefer  what  I feel  from  the  Spoiling  of 
my  goods,  to  the  difpofition  of  thofe  who  have  milled 
you. 

You  have  deftroyed  the  ttioft  truly  valuable  and  ufeful 
apparatus  of  philofophical  inftruments  that  perhaps  any 
individual,  in  this  or  any  other  country,  was  ever  pof- 
feffed  of,  in  rriy  ufe  of  which  I annually  fpent  large 
fums,  with  no  pecuniary  view  whatever,  but  only  in  the 
advancement  of  fcience,  for  the  benefit  of  my  country 
and  of  mankind.  You  have  deftroyed  a library  corref- 
ponding  to  that  apparatus,  which  no  money  can  repur- 
chafe,  except  in  a courfe  of  time^  But  what  I feel  far 
more,  you  have  deftroyed  manufcripts,  which  have  been 
the  refult  of  the  laborious  ftudy  of  many  years,  and 
which  I fhall  never  be  able  to  recompofe ; and  this  has 
been  done  to  one  who  never  did,  or  imagined  you  any 
harm. 

I know  nothing  more  of  the  hand-hill,  which  is  faid 
to  have  enraged  you  fo  much,  than  any  of  yourfelves ; 


and  I difapprove  of  it  as  much  ; tho’  it  has  been  madfe 
the  oftenlible  handle  of  doing  infinitely  more  mifehief 
than  any  thing  of  that  nature  could  poflibly  have  done* 
In  the  celebration  of  the  French  Revolulion,  at  which  I did 
not  attend,  the  company  affembled  on  the  occafion  only 
exprelTed  their  joy  in  the  emancipation  of  a neighbour- 
ing nation  from  tyranny,  without  intimating  a delire  of 
any  thing  more  than  fuch  an  improvement  of  our  own 
Conftitution,  as  all  fober  citizens,  of  every  peifuallon, 
have  long  wilhed  for.  And  though,  in  anfwer  to  the 
grofs  and  unprovoked  calumnies  of  Mr.  Mad  an  ana  o- 
thers,  I publicly  vindicated  my  principles  as  a DilTenter, 
it  was  only  with  plain  and  fober  argument  and  with  per- 
fect good-humour.  We  are  better  inftrufled  in  the  mild 
and  forbearing  fpirit  of  Chriftianityj  than  ever  to  think 
of  having  recourfe  to  violence ; and  can  you  think  fuch 
conduft  as  yours,  any  recommendation  of  your  religious 
principles,  in  preference  to  ours  ? 

Yoii  are  ftill  more  miftaken,  if  you  imagine  that  this 
condud  of  yours  has  any  tendency  to  ferve  your  caufe, 
or  to  prejudice  ours.  It  is  nothing  but  reafon  and  argu- 
ment that  can  ever  fupport  any  fyftem  of  religion.  An- 
fwer our  arguments,  and  your  bufinefs  is  done ; but 
your  having  recourfe  to  violence,  is  only  a proof  that  you 
have  nothing  better  to  produce.  Should  you  deftroy  my- 
felf,  as  well  as  my  houfe,  library,  and  apparatus,  ten 
more  perfons,  of  equal  or  fuperior  fpirit  and  ability, 
would  inftantly  rife  up.  If  thofe  ten  were  deftroyed,  an 
hundred  would  appear;  and  believe  me,  that  the  Church 
of  England,  which  you  now  think  you  are  fupporting, 
has  received  a greater  blow  by  this  condud  of  yours, 
than  I and  all  my  friends  have  ever  aimed  at  it. 

Befides,  to  abufe  thofe  who  have  no  power  of  making 
refiftance,  is  equally  cowardly  and  brutal,  peculiarly  un- 
worthy of  Englifhmen,  to  fay  nothing  of  Chriftianity, 
which  teaches  us  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  by.  In  this 
bufinefs  we  are  the  (heep,  and  you  the  wolves.  We  will 
preferve  our  charader,  and  hope  you  will  change  yours* 
At  all  events,  we  return  you  bleflirigs  for  curfes ; and 
pray  that  you  may  foon  return  to  that  induftry,  and  thofe 
fober  mannersi  for  which  the  inhabitants  of  Birmingham 
were  formerly  diftinguilhed. 

I am,  your  fincere  well-wilher, 

J,  PRIESTLEY* 

London,  July  ig,  1 79 1. 

P.  S.  The  account  of  the  firft  Toaft  at  the  Revolu- 
tion Dinner  in  The  Times  of  this  morning,  can  be  nothing 
lefs  than  a malicious  lie.  To  prove  this,  a lift  of  the 
Toafts,  with  an  account  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  day, 
will  foon  be  publiflied.  The  firft  of  them  was.  The  King 
and  the  Confitution  ; and  they  were  all  fuch  as  the  friends 
of  liberty,  and  of  the  true  principles  of  the  Conftitution, 
would  approve. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle. 


SIR, 


Being  in  London,  and  feeing  in  The  Times  of  yefterday 
the.moit  atrocious  calumny  that  was  ever  laid  before  the 
public,  1 feel  it  my  duty  immediately  to  contradift  it  in 
the  molt  pointed  terms.  I do  therefore  declare,  that  the 

narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Birmingham  Conftitu- 

tional  Dinner  is  materially  untrue  ; and  that  the  account 
given  of  the is  a molt  flagrant  falfehood.  It 
was,  the  Kittg  and  Conjlitution. 

The  Meeting  broke  up  without  the  leaft  riot  or  diftur- 
bance.— -That  the  public  may  judge,  whether  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  day,  and  the  Toafts,  were  or  were  not  repre- 
henfible,  the  following  true  narrative  is  now  produced, 
the  authenticity  and  truth  of  which  I will  vouch  for. 

The  proceedings  of  the  day  were  preceded  by  an  Ad- 
vertifement  in  the  Birmingham  Chronicle,  publiflied  that 
morning,  of  which  the  following  is  a Copy  ; 

BIRMINGHAM  COMMEMORATION 

OF  Til  E 

FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 

Several  Hand-bills  having  been  circulated  in  the  Town  which 
be  intended  to  create  dirtruil  concerning  the  intention 
of  the  h.eeting  to  dirtnrb  us  harmony,  and  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  people;  the  Gentlemen  who  piopoied  it,  think  it  neceflary 
todeclaie  their  entire  difapprobation  of  all  fuch  Hand-bills  and 
their  Ignorance  of  the  authors.— SenCble  themfelves  of  the  ad- 
vantaps  of  a rree  Government,  they  rejoice  in  the  extenf.on  of 
L.  berty  to  their  Neighbours,  at  the  fame  time  avowing,  in  the 
molt  explicit  manner,  their  firm  attachment  to  the  Conflitution 
of  their  own  Country,  as  veiled  in  the  Three  Eftates  of  King, 
I-o.ds  and  Commons Surely  no  Free  bom  EnzUflimar,  can  re- 
frain from  exulting  in  this  addition  to  the  general  mats  of  human 
People^  **  caufe  of  Humanity,  it  is  the  caufe  of  the 

Birmingham,  July  13,  1791. 

In  the  morning,  however,  after  this  was  publilhed, 
inaiiy  rumouis  of  the  probability  of  a riot  were  brought 
to  the  friends  of  the  Meeting;  and  as  there  was  , too  much 
reafon  to  think  that  means  had  been  ufed  to  promote  one, 
they  determined  to  poftpone  the  intended  Dinner,  and  ac- 
cordingly agreed  to^put.it  off,  and  prepared  a hand-bill  for 
that  purpofe,  of  M'hich  the  following  is  a Copy  ; 

INTENDED  COMMEMORATION 

OF  THE 

FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 

The  Friends  of  the  intended  Feflivity  finding  that  their  views 
and  intention,  in  confequence  of  being  mifconceived  byfome  and 
mifieprerentcd  fay  others,  have  created  an  alarm  in  the  minds  of 
the  myority  of  the  town,  and  it  is  thought,  endangered  its  tran- 
quillity, iniorm  their  neighbours  that  they  value  the  peace  of  the 
town,  far  beyond  the  gratification  of  a Feflival,  and  therefore 
have  determined  to  give  up  their  intentions  of  dining  at  the  Ho- 
tel upon  this  occafion  ; and  they  very  gladly  improve  this  renew- 
ed  opportunity  of  declaring  that  they  are  to  this  hour  entirely 
Ignorant  of  the  Author,  Printer,  or  Publilher,  of  the  inflamma- 
tory  Hand  bill  circulated  on  Monday, 

This  was  fent  to  the  Printer;  but  before  he  had  com- 
pofed  It,  Mr.  Dadley,  the  Mafterof  the  Hotel,  attended, 
m confequence  of  having  the  Dinner  countermanded ; and 
reprefented,  tnat  he  was  fure  there  was  no  danger  of  any 
tumult,  and  recommended  that  the  Dinner  might  be  had 
as  was  intended ; only  propofing,  that  the  Gentlemen 
ftiould  take  care  to  break  up  early,  and  then  all  danger 
would  be  avoided.  This  meafure  was  then  adopted,  and 

orders  given  to  the  Printer  to  fupprefs  the  Hand-bill 

Accordingly  there  was  a meeting  of  eightj^-one  Gentle- 
mei).  inhabitants  of  the  Town  and  Neighbourhood,  at 


the  Great  Room  in  the  Hotel,  where  they  dined  and  paf- 
led  the  afternoon  with  that  focial,  temperate,  and  bene 
volent  Feftiyity,  which  the  confideration  of  the  great 
event,  that  has  diffufed  liberty  and  happinefs  among  a 
large  portion  of  the  human  race,  infpired.  ^ 

_ The  following  Toalts  were  drank,  and  were  agreeablr 
intermixed  with  fongs,  compofed  and  fung  by  forae  of 
the  Company.  ° 

I.  The  King  and  Conflitution. 

3.  The  Majerty  of  the  People. 

frirnJflc^  G'-eat-Britain.  Ireland,  and  France,  unite  in  perpetual 

irffcvtt-Sdr  SI 

the  ic.bbard,  until  the  p.ojjle  are  fafe  andS^ 

14.  To  ihe  glorious  memory  of  Hamnrfen  'ar,a  1 j 

iii’ii'bS" " ■“  Sb”2 

IS-  To  the  memoiy  of  Dr.  Price,  and  of  all  thole  iilulfriou. 
cWiUociery  on  the  true  principles  of 

16.  Peace  and  good  will  to  all  mankind. 

17.  Profperity  to  the  town  of  Birmingham. 

.A  ul'juV/!',',,’'"""®  '» ■'''  ni»d-ufi.ib.,.ro.th. 

It  IS  but  jultire  to  the  liberality  and  public  fpirit  of 
an  ingenious  Artift  of  this  town  to  mention,  that  he  de- 
corated the  room  upon  this  occaflon  with  three  elegant 
emblematic  pieces  of  Sculpture,  mixed  with  paintfng, 
in  a new  ftyle  of  compofition.  The  central  piece  wts 
a finely  executed  medallion  of  his  Majefty,  encircled 

■SnH  V.  nr  Gallic  Liberty  breaking  the 

bands  of  Defpotifm,  and  the  other  reprefenting  Britilh 
Liberty  in  its  prefent  enjoyment.  ° 

A truly  refpeftable  Gentleman,  a Member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  was  Chairman-others  of  that  pro- 

rnfemH  f a fingle  fentiment 
uttered,  or,  I believe,  conceived,  that  would  hurt  the 

feelings  of  any  one  friend  to  Liberty  and  good  Govern- 
ment,  under  the  happy  Conflitution  we  are  blefled  with 
m this  kingdom.— I aver  this  to  be  a true  and  juft  repre- 
fentation  of  the  proceedings,  which  have  been  fo  fcan- 
Bndam  P^Per  above-mentioned. 


London, 
July  20,  1791. 


Your  obedient  fervant, 

WILLIAM  RUSSEL- 


